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Foreword
Opening the Constuons
I am wri#ng this foreword in Bougainville, PNG, a5er
spending three months mee#ng and sharing with our
Oceanian Marists on our personal and shared mission. It is
an experience of grace and favour.
The inten#on of Craig Larkin through this crea#ve
presenta#on is to enable today’s Marists to reﬂect
prayerfully upon the Cons#tu#ons with a view to helping
us to absorb through the lived experiences of our fellow
Marists the deeper content of our rule of life. The witness
of our forbears is a sure way to help us to approach the
Cons#tu#ons in an imagina#ve way and to discover in
them pathways to an ever deeper understanding of our
Marist Call so that we become more commi@ed followers
of Jesus in Mary’s way of being faithful.
On 12 September 2011 we commence a year of special
study, prayer and reﬂec#on on our Cons#tu#ons leading
up to the celebra#on of the 25th jubilee of their approval
on 12 September 2012. I am conﬁdent you will ﬁnd here a
source of inspira#on and grace. I wish to thank Craig Larkin
for his dedica#on to this commission which he generously
accepted. I pray that all who reﬂect on these texts will gain
a deeper knowledge of and commitment to the Marist
vision which means so much to us.
John Hannan sm
Superior General
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Introduc on
“Bearings” is a word well-known to travelers and pilgrims.

Wise travelers will “set their bearings” at the beginning of
their journey, and on their way will consult their compass
to “check their bearings”, to ensure that they are s#ll going
in the right direc#on.
Like travelers or pilgrims, Marists use the compass-points
of their Cons#tu#ons to set their course at the beginning
of their lives as religious, and consult them to check that
they are s#ll on the right course.
But Cons#tu#ons o5en describe the ideals. Do we have
any evidence that someone, at some #me in our history,
has lived according to these ideals?
Our Congrega#on’s history is do@ed with stories of
confreres whose lives have reﬂected the spirit expressed in
the Cons#tu#ons. The recently published 10 volumes of
Leres reçues d’Océanie contain many of these stories, and
frequent – but not exclusive – reference is made in these
pages to the early missionaries and their le@ers. The
Marists who are men#oned in this book are not necessarily
the “greats” of the Society. Many are unknown to most
Marists today. But they have this in common: some aspect
of their lives reﬂected some aspect of our Marist
Cons#tu#ons. This is why the book is sub#tled, “The spirit
of the Cons#tu#ons reﬂected.”
A signiﬁcant number of our Cons#tu#ons concern
legisla#ve or administra#ve procedures. These are not
dealt with in this book. Other Cons#tu#ons concern our
way of proceeding. It is these that we can see reﬂected in
the lives of our ancestors.
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How to use the book
The aim of the book is to help you to re-appropriate the
Cons#tu#ons, as urged by the General Chapter of 2009.
(SD 25)
The book will work best if the reader uses it slowly and
reﬂec#vely, avoiding the tempta#on to skim through the
book or to read the stories without reﬂec#ng on the
Cons#tu#ons.

A ﬁve-step process is suggested:
Read the number of our present Cons#tu#ons
quoted at the top of the le5-hand page.
Read the phrase from the 1872 Cons#tu#ons of Fr
Colin quoted at the bo@om of the le5-hand page.
This phrase will usually echo the present
Cons#tu#ons. Spend some #me pondering how the
two texts reﬂect each other.
Read the story on the right-hand page. Usually a
sec#on of the story is highlighted in the colored box.
This is the part that might call for reﬂec#on.
Read again and reﬂect on the Cons#tu#on at the top
of the le5-hand page.
If you are doing this exercise by yourself, you might
now enter into a more prayerful reﬂec#on on the
Cons#tu#on, asking “In the light of what I have read,
how am I called to act?” If the exercise is being done
in a group, this may be the #me to reﬂect together
how the Cons#tu#on touches the life of each
person, or how it may aﬀect the life of the
community, or province, or district.
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